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Sights of the Southern South Africa  
- Safari, Garden Route & Cape Town 

  
 

South Africa offers you everything your heart desires and then a little more.  With its magnificent 
nature, impressive wildlife, cultural diversity and charming cities, the country has so many facets 
that it fully lives up to the term "a world in one country". 
 

 
 
Evergreen Escape has tailormade a 13 -day combined nature and safari tr ip, which gives you the 
opportunity to experience the sights of southern South Africa with the country's densest 
population of elephants, beautiful coastlines, sightseeing in perhaps the world's most 
beautifully situated metropolis, as well as hiking in th e most fantastic nature . In short, a trip that 
gives you a fantastic insight into what southern South Africa has to offer:  
 

Knysna η Cape Town 
_ģǀņŌƑόØƚǜǔŌΡόØƚǜǔŌό̓̿όЉό:ŬģƽƏģƑυǈόÕŌģƄόAǀűǳŌ 

Addo Elephant National Park η Kariega Game Reserve  
 

A true treat of a journey which is named:  
 

Sights of the Southern South Africa η safari, Garden Route & Cape Town  
 
The experiences almost line up on this journey, which takes you through southern South Africa 
from east to west.  You will be accompanied by a Danish Tour Leader , a local tour guide and an 
experienced driver who will do everything in our power to ensure that you have an 
unforgettable journey.  The journey takes place in modern and comfortable vehicles with air 
conditio ning. When you are on a game drive in the Kariega Game Reserve, you drive in open 4 -
wheel drive vehicles, so you can enjoy the wildlife from the first row.  
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The adventure begins already when you have arrived in Port Elizabeth, as 
we go out to experience Addo Elephant National Park , which has the 
country's densest population of elephants.  
 
We are going in search of The Big Five when we go on a game drive in the 
Kariega Game Reserve. Another intense experience awaits us in the same 

place when we go on a walkin g safari , where we become a much greater part of the 
surroundings in the bush.  
 
We are going to drive on some of the world's most beautiful routes with absolutely spectacular 
views - the Garden Route, Route 62 and Chapman's Peak Drive. 
 
The vehicle is park ed as we lace up our hiking boots and head out into nature at Robberg Nature 
Reserve, Bretton-on-Sea, Wilderness, Swartberg and Hermanus. 
 
We will experience 2 of the birds that cannot fly when we go out to see the world's largest living 
bird, the ostrich,  and the wonderfully charming penguins.  
 
We experience Cape Town, which is described by many as the world's most beautifully situated 
city. Here we will go on a city tour, where we will experience, among other things, the colourful  
Bo-Kaap and the city's l ively waterfront.  We also get all the way to the tip of South Africa, where 
the Atlantic Ocean meets the Indian Ocean.  
 

 

  



EVERGREEN ESCAPE EXPEDITIONS  

Evergreen Escape Expeditions  
P.O. Box 1234-10400 Nanyuki, Kenya  

+254 (0)7 9191 8888  
info@evergreen -escape.com  

Itinerary for  
Sights of the Southern South Africa  
- Safari, Garden Route & Cape Town  

 
May ξ August & September ξ November 202 3 

  
Day 1: Arrival to  Port Elizabeth ξ Addo Elephant National Park  
    (Distance: Approximately  74 kilometre ) 
 
When you have made it through passport control at the airport, your Danish Tour Leader, local 
guide,  and driver will be ready to welcome you.  
 
After a warm welcome, it's time for the first adventure of the journey when we drive to Addo 
Elephant National Park . The park, South Africa's third largest with an area of 1,640 km², was 
established in 1931 to pro tect the few remaining elephants from extinction.  At that time, the 
population was only 11, divided into 8 females and 3 males.  It turned out to be a good decision, 
as today the park is home to more than 600 elephants, considered to be the country's denses t 
population of elephants.  
 

 
 
It is relatively easy to spot the elephants, due to the low vegetation, and therefore a huge 
experience awaits when we get really close to the huge animal.  Despite the name, the park is 
also home to a number of other animals such as the buffalo, zebra, eland  ξ the largest species 
of antelope ξ the hyena, rhinoceros, lion, and leopard.  
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The original park has subsequently been expanded so that today it 
stretches from the northern arid Karoo region through the Sundays River 
Valley and further down the coast towards Alexandria  and a marine reserve 
that includes St. Croix Island and Bird Island. Both islands are habitats for 
sea otters and penguins.  In fact, Bird Island is the world's largest breeding 
colony of gannets ξ about 120,000 ξ and St. Croix is the largest breeding 

colony of penguins.  
 
With the expansion of the park to the Greater Addo Elephant National Park , the park has not only 
gone from being expanded to today's 3,600 km², but it is also the only park in the world that 
houses The Big Seven, namely the original Big Five -  the rhinoceros,  the lion, leopard, elephant, 
and buffalo ξ supplemented by the southe rn right whale and great white shark.  However, it 
requires a certain amount of luck to experience all 7, but as you know, in an adventure anything 
can happen.... 
 
After an eventful day, we drive to our hotel for the night, aptly named Happy Lands , beautifu lly 
situated on a citrus farm.  
 

  
 
Accommodation : Happy Lands B&B  (www.happylands.co.za) 
  
Meals : Dinner  
 
 
 
  

http://www.happylands.co.za/
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Day 2: Addo Elephant National Park ξ Kariega Private Game Reserve  
     (Distance: Approximately  140 kilometre ) 
 
After a wonderful breakfast, it's time to continue our adventure as we drive 
to the family owned Kariega Game Reserve. Here, 10,000 hectares of 
untouched African Wilderness await us.  The landscape and topography 

are some of the most beautiful things we fin d on these edges, which will give us some 
completely unique experiences.  

 
 
On today's game drive, we drive around in open 4 -wheel drive vehicles to better enjoy and 
observe the wildlife.  We must, among other things,  see if we can experience The Big Five ξ the 
rhinoceros, the lion, the leopard, the elephant, and the buffalo.  The term dates back to the 1800s, 
when big game was hunted on foot.  The hunters judged that these five animals were the most 
difficult and dangero us to kill.  So even though the term originates from a bygone era, nothing 
has changed in that it is still an achievement and requires a lot of luck to spot these five animals.  
 
We have 2 nights at the 4 -star lodge Kariega Main Lodge , where we live in small log cabins in 
the middle of the bush.  
 

  

 
Accommodation : Kariega Main Lodge  (https://www.kariega.co.za/lodges/4 -main-lodge) 
  
Meals : Breakfast , lunch  and  dinner  
 
 
 

https://www.kariega.co.za/lodges/4-main-lodge
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Day 3: Kariega Private Game Reserve  
 
After a wonderful night's sleep, it's time to spend another day on animal 
experiences in the Kariega Game Reserve.  The nature reserve is actually 
no more than 30 years old, and only opened to the public in 1999. In the 
19th century, most of the land in the area was used for farming.  To protect 

their families and livestock, the settlers who lived in the area began to hunt the wild animals.  
Many of the wild animals were therefore highly threatened an d, in some cases, completely 
extinct.  In the last decades there has been a radical change in the attitude towards the 
conservation of the wild animals.  In 1989, the Rushmere family bought the first part of the 
untouched land in the northern part.  Over the years, they expanded and continuously 
introduced the various animal herds to the area, until in 2007 they reached the size of the current 
nature reserve.  Today, the nature reserve is world famous for its conservation efforts towards 
the wild animals.  
 
Today, therefore, a particularly intense experience awaits us when we leave our vehicle and, 
together with a local ranger, set off on foot for a few hours to explore the indigenous flora and 
fauna. 
 

 
 
A walking safari is safari in its purest original form.  Where we, as passengers in a 4 -wheel drive, 
are merely observers, we become much more a part of the surroundings when we move around 
in the bush on our feet.  
 
Our ranger will point out and identify tracks, talk about interesting plants, highlight interest ing 
insects and other small animals, and inform us about the ecosystem in general.  It's a great way 
to be introduced to the flora and smaller wildlife that aren't so easy to spot from a vehicle.  
 
In the evening we will listen to the symphony of African na ture as we sit on the terrace and 
absorb the day's impressions.  
 
Accommodation : Kariega Main Lodge  (https://www.kariega.co.za/lodges/4 -main-lodge) 
  
Meals : Breakfast , lunch  and  dinner  

https://www.kariega.co.za/lodges/4-main-lodge
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Day 4: Kariega Private Game Reserve ξ Plettenberg Bay  
     (Distance: Approximately  358 kilometre ) 
 
After a wonderful night's sleep in the middle of the bush, it's time again for 
an incredibly special  experience when we go sailing on the Kariega River 
and experience the wildlife from the water's edge.  The Kariega River is 138 

kilometers long and winds th rough the nature reserve.  
 

 
 
The river attracts an absolutely incredible bird life, which is quite fascinating to watch - e.g., 
snake-necked birds, flamingos, kingfishers, buzzards, herons, ibis, and the African Fish Eagle.  
So, whether you are an ornithologist or not, you will undoubt edly find great joy in observing the 
winged animals.  More than 280 different bird species live here.  
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When we get solid ground under our feet again, we continue our journey 
and drive towards the coast.  The destination for today's journey is 
Plettenberg Bay. Plettenberg Bay is located as part of the Garden Route, 
which is high on many guests' wish lists when they want to experience 
South Africa, as this is where you can experience the most fantastic fauna 
and flora.  

 
When the Portuguese explorers in the 15 th and 16th centuries mapped the coast around 
present -day South Africa, they called Plettenberg Bay "Bahia Formosa" -  the beautiful bay.  
However, the governor of the Cape of Good Hope - Joachim van Plettenberg  -  renamed the area 
in 1779 and modestly named it after himself, although it would have been more appropriate to 
retain the original name.  Because the area is absolutely beautiful  ξ picturesque and charming 
with long pristine sandy beaches, calm lagoons, clean rivers, indigenous forests, and a 
spectacu lar rocky peninsula.  
 

 
 
We have 2 nights at the charming Whalesong Hotel & Spa , beautifully situated in a lush, 
landscaped garden.  Each room has its own wooden veranda with breathtaking views of the 
coastline and the Tsitsikamma mountain range . 
 

  
 
Accommodation : Whalesong Hotel & Spa  (http://legendhospitality.co.za/stay -with-
us/whalesong -hotel-spa/ ) 
 
Meals : Breakfast  and  dinner  

http://legendhospitality.co.za/stay-with-us/whalesong-hotel-spa/
http://legendhospitality.co.za/stay-with-us/whalesong-hotel-spa/
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Day 5: Plettenberg Bay  
 
After breakfast is eaten to the sound of crashing waves, it's time to get out 
and touch us.  We are going to go hiking on the Robberg Nature Reserve 
peninsula (walking time: approx. 4 hours, medium level of difficulty).  The 
area is a world heritage site, as the r ocks from the region can be dated 

back as much as 120 million years.  
 

  
 
In addition to the incomparable view of the coast and the sea, we may be lucky to see the rare 
small antelope Blue Duiker as we move through the dunes and the natural heath and bush 
vegetation.  
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If, as in the world of fairy tales, we continue to be luck y, we will be able to 
see seals and whales frolicking in the sea below us.  South Africa must be 
considered one of the best countries in the world to see marine mammals.  
At the beginning of June, the southern right whales leave their birthplace 
in Antarctic a to frolic in the warm waters off the Cape coast.  Here they 
mate and generally hang together, with the occasional flick of a tail or a 

head coming into view, convincing us of their presence.  
 

 
 
The rest of the afternoon is at your disposal, where you can  choose to go back to the hotel and 
relax by the swimming pool, take a walk along the beach, take a horseback ride through the 
forest, or maybe go on a boat trip in the bay.  
 
Accommodation : Whalesong Hotel & Spa  (http://legendhospitality.co.za/stay -with-
us/whalesong -hotel-spa/ ) 
 
Meals : Breakfast  and  dinner  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://legendhospitality.co.za/stay-with-us/whalesong-hotel-spa/
http://legendhospitality.co.za/stay-with-us/whalesong-hotel-spa/
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Day 6: Plettenberg Bay - Oudtshoorn  
     (Distance: Approximately  160 kilometre ) 
 
After a good night's sleep, we continue our journey along the Garden 
Route to the beautiful city of Knysna, situated between the impressive 
Outeniqa Mountains  and the Indian Ocean.  

 

 
 
We leave the car and set off on foot ( barefoot ) along the beautiful sandy beach from Brenton-
on-Sea to Buffalo Bay  (distance: approx. 5.5 km, walking time: approx. 2 hours, difficulty level: 
easy). 
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From there we drive on to the town with the very telling name of 
Wilderness. Here we lace up our hiki ng boots and head towards the local 
Kaaimans Waterfall . The beginning of the hike is a bit strenuous, but it gets 
easier (distance: approx. 3.5 km, walking time: approx. 3 hours, difficulty 
level: easy). There is an opportunity to take a swim at the waterfall if the 
desire overcomes one.  

 

 
 
After the hike, we drive to Oudthoorn , which is known for its many ostrich farms, which in the 
dawn of time supplied feathers to fashion houses all over the world.  We arrive in the late 
afternoon at our hotel for the next 2 nights ξ the 4-star hotel De Denne Country Guesthouse. 
 

  
 
Accommodation : De Denne Country Guesthouse  (http://dedenne.com ) 
 
Meals : Breakfast  and  dinner  
  

http://dedenne.com/

